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	Complainant’s Rights:
Within twenty (20) days of transmittal of this notification, the complainant may file an appeal with the President for a hearing before the Directors based only upon an allegation of procedural deficiencies or other lack of procedural due process that may have deprived the complainant of a fair hearing. A transcript or summary of the hearing shall be presented to the Directors by the Chairperson of the hearing panel, and the parties and their counsel may be heard to correct the summary or the transcript. No new evidence will be received (except such new evidence as may bear upon a claim of deprivation of due process), and the appeal will be decided on the transcript or summary.
Respondent’s Rights:
Within twenty (20) days of transmittal of this notification the respondent may file an appeal with the President for a hearing before the Directors challenging the decision and/or recommendation for discipline. The respondent’s bases for appeal are limited to (1) a misapplication or misinterpretation of an Article(s) of the Code of Ethics, (2) procedural deficiency or any lack of procedural due process, and (3) the discipline recommended by the hearing panel. A transcript or summary of the hearing shall be presented to the Directors by the Chairperson of the hearing panel, and the parties and their counsel may be heard to correct the summary or transcript. No new evidence will be received (except such new evidence as may bear upon a claim of deprivation of due process), and the appeal will be decided on the transcript or summary.
Final Action by Directors:
Both the complainant and respondent will be notified upon final action of the Directors. 
NOTE TO HEARING PANEL: Respondents may only be found in violation of Articles they have been formally charged with having violated. If the respondent is found in violation, the hearing  panel will consider all records of previous violations and sanctions imposed, whether by the current or by any other Board, when determining discipline and the rationale for the current action can be provided to the parties and the Directors as part of the decision. The hearing panel’s consideration will include whether prior disciplinary matters involve discipline that was held in abeyance and that will be triggered by a subsequent violation (including the matter currently under consideration by the hearing panel).
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430 N. Michigan Avenue
Bloomfield,  USA   09843
RE:  Ethics Appeal Request from REALTOR® Mark
Dear Chief Executive:
Enclosed you’ll find my appeal filing fee.  I am appealing the decision of the hearing panel that I received the end of August because the hearing panel had to be biased against me to find me in violation of Article 6 and Article 12.  You can tell by the tone of voice of one of the hearing panelists that they were biased against me.
Also, what I did does not rise to a violation of Article 12.  The panel was out to get me, maybe because I am a top producer.  I know that is what fueled the fire with Ashley York who started this entire charade.  That and me declining her request to join Team Titan.  But I shouldn’t have to bear the brunt of this debacle.  Why would they take Ashley’s word over mine?  She says I didn’t disclose my relationship with the credit union and I say I most assuredly did.  It was a “he said, she said” type of hearing.  I thought the standard of proof for an ethics complaint is supposed to be clear, strong, and convincing.  How could she have possibly been clear, strong, or convincing - - she wasn’t even present!   Article 12 was misapplied, too.  The name of the firm is on both the billboard and the ad, I will have my MBA in December prior to becoming the Board’s Treasurer, and it is clear on my website what state I do business in.  I don’t know what the hearing panel was thinking.

Also, a $5,000 fine is excessive even if I did violate the Code.  I don’t know what the big deal is.  Nobody has been harmed.  The amount of the fine is just another indication that the panel was biased against me.
I’m confident this appeal tribunal will set the record straight and invalidate this decision.  Thank you.
Sincerely,
Mark
REALTOR® Mark, ABR, CRB, GRI
c/o ABC Realty
©COPYRIGHT 2015 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® 

