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Winter Wonderland Board of REALTORS®







1200 Snow Shoe Lane
Somewhere, USA   66410
RE:  Ethics Appeal Request from REALTOR® Tom 
Dear Executive Officer.

I’m not surprised with the panel finding me in violation of Article 6.  I told the chair when she asked at the end of the hearing that I didn’t believe the panel was impartial.  Her saying the panel is objective doesn’t make it so.  

The line of questioning was inappropriate.  I shouldn’t have to prove I didn’t violate the Code of Ethics.  The twins must prove I violated the Code.  The panelist scoffing at my reply to the question about “do I have proof I paid the electric bill and cost for the billboard” just reinforces that the panel was biased against me.

I also don’t think we should have gone forward the day of the hearing without Eric present.  I wanted to question him but couldn’t when he wasn’t present.  That isn’t fair to me. 

And that Erica playing the sympathy card with the panel about her sick mother wasn’t fair either.  The cards were stacked against me right from the beginning.  The panel even dismissed my ethics complaint against the twins.  The panel had it in for me from the start. The chair wouldn’t even talk to me before the hearing, shooing me out of the room like some naughty child.
I thought here in the U.S. that you’re innocent until proven guilty.  Not only was the panel biased but those affidavits were probably written by Erica herself.  They sure had the same style.  I couldn’t even question the people who signed the affidavits.  They shouldn’t have been given any weight at all much less relied upon to “convict” me.  And there was no other evidence submitted, except Erica’s lies about me when she was affiliated with me and all her comments are way not timely filed or substantiated.  
Also, the discipline is too severe.  Why did I get a $1,000 fine?  Even if I did violate the Code, that discipline is too extreme.  Finally, making me attend the new member orientation session is just humiliating.  I’ve been a broker for 25 years - - I’m not a new member.
Please overturn the hearing panel’s findings and discipline.  I am surprised that there are vengeful and non-objective people serving in this capacity.  Please correct this injustice.
Best Regards,

Tom
REALTOR® Tom, GRI, CRS
White Knight, Inc., REALTORS®
Debrief:  It is possible the ethics appeal tribunal will overturn the decision and refer the matter back to the Professional Standards Committee for a new hearing and recommendation by a different hearing panel not because they think the hearing panel misapplied the Code of Ethics or that the discipline was too severe but because at least one of the panelists may have been biased against the complainant given the tone of voice and question, ““Do you have any proof to that effect?” 
It is also possible that the attendees will not believe the actions of the panel rise to the level of a due process flaw given the tone of voice coupled with the question above.  They may note that judges are notorious for scolding attorneys and that does not necessarily result in a higher court overturning the lower court’s verdict.

Appellate panels are just like hearing panels - - you never know what they will decide.

Reminder:  At this time make sure that all the debrief points that are listed in the findings of fact debrief have been addressed.
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