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We want to encourage all of our POEs, both local and regional MLS, to use a field in the MEMBER record that will allow us to display on Find a Member which Regional MLS, if any, that a member belongs to.

With this information in NRDS, it will be extremely helpful to all our associations and MLSs so they can quickly check via the Find a Member display if someone is a member of a regional MLS and if so which one.

A Regional MLS is one wholly owned by our state or local association(s) and is owned by more than one. Our Regional MLSs always have had an Association record in NRDS with a 4 digit Association ID just like our state and local associations. There are approximately 90 of them.

The field is in the MEMBER record and is called MLS Association ID. It is not a required field because not every member belongs to a regional MLS. NRDS will only allow you to enter the association ID of one of our active regional MLSs.

The POE for the Member record has always had access to update this field so we encourage you to do so if you know your member belongs to one of our regional MLSs. A local POE can enter the Association ID of any regional MLS.

The Regional MLSs who have elected to be NRDS POEs can update this field as well – entering the Association ID of their own regional MLS.

At any time the member no longer belongs to that regional MLS, the POE would blank out that field.

If a member happens to belong to more than one regional MLS and the MLS Association ID field in the Member record is already filled in, the Regional MLS POE for that other regional MLS does have a function on the main NRDS menu that allows them to add a ‘secondary’ regional MLS. And that number, like secondary associations, is unlimited.

Most of the data entry for the MLS Association ID and the secondary regional MLSs should be done by the Regional MLS POEs themselves, but since not every regional MLS signed up to be a NRDS POE, the association POE can fill in the MLS Association ID field, as many already have.

Again, we encourage you to do this so the information displayed is accurate. In the next couple of months we will be updating the display screen when you use Find a Member to add a new display line after the one that displays the member’s Primary State association for Regional MLS: and will display the name of the regional MLS from the MLS Association ID field if any.

Also, when you pull up a member in NRDS, there is a link now on the left to display secondary MLSs if there are any.

With all of our POEs keeping this information up to date, our local and state associations as well as our regional MLSs can easily see if a member currently belongs to any of our regional MLSs.

Note: later this year we will send out information about a field that already exists in the MEMBER record to track if someone is a member of an MLS that is a ‘one board’ MLS so Local POEs can clean that up and we can display that information as well.

