Easy Steps to Improve SEO for Your Website

What is SEO?

And why does it matter to real estate professionals?

Ranking in search engines is an especially powerful marketing channel. When a person performs a search,
they’re broadcasting an immediate interest and need. A search says “I want this thing right now.” Being pre-
sent, visible, and compelling to that searcher in that moment can deliver immense value to a business. An
overwhelming majority of searchers (more than 9 in 10) click on page one of search results (source), and or-
ganic results (which we’ll talk about more below) earn 20 times the clicks of paid results in Google.com
searches (source).

Number of Mobile & Desktop Searches on Google.com (USA)
November 2015 - October 2017
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SEO, also called “Search Engine Optimization,” is the practice of improving web content’s ability to perform
well in the organic (non-paid-advertising) listings of search engines like Google, Bing, and Yahoo!. There are a
great number of practices and processes that can be undertaken for SEO results, but all are designed to help
a website, web page, or set of pages, earn more visibility and visits from searchers (without having to use
their paid ad placement products).

Google, and search more broadly, are the dominant ways people find what they’re seeking online. In 2017,
Google.com received an average of just over 45 billion queries each month in the US (source). More than
90% of Internet users performed at least 1 Google search each month, and 88% of Americans are Internet
users (including an astounding 99% of Americans between the ages of 18-29) (source). Google accounts for
88.6% of all searches, Bing 6.96%, and Yahoo! 3.39% (source).
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https://moz.com/blog/google-organic-click-through-rates-in-2014
https://moz.com/rand/seo-opportunity-growing-shrinking/
https://moz.com/rand/seo-opportunity-growing-shrinking/
http://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheet/internet-broadband/
http://gs.statcounter.com/search-engine-market-share/all/united-states-of-america

Easy Steps to Improve SEO for Your Website
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In the visual below, you can see a search on Google.com for “homes for sale Seattle” and the two types of
results that Google returns:
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About 2,280,000 results (0.77 seconds)

Seattle Homes for Sale - Listings Updated Every 15 Min - redfin.com .

www.redfin.com/Seattle ~ Paid Results

Start searching All Seattle Area Homes. Bock a Tfjur or Contact an Agent today. Powered by Google’s AdWords program,

Full-Service Agents - Full service, 1/2 the Fee - Reinventing Real Estate - Free Home Tours Lo

Types: Homes, Condos, Townhomes th.ese ad listings can earn 5-309.6 of all the
Seattle Open Houses 1% Seatile Listing Fee clicks made by searchers for this keyword.
Seattle Condos for Sale Can You Afford A House?

On average, across all queries, paid results

receive ~2.8 clicks per 100 searches, 1/20th

Quadrant Homes Presents - New Homes in the Seattle Metro . .
of what the non-paid, organic results get.

www.quadranthomes.com/washington/seattle-metro v (425) 728-7232
Explore Our Collection of Communities in the Seattle Area. Make an Appointment!
Homes Designed for Life - Local Builder for 47 ¥rs - Premium Homes & Locations

Harbor Hill in Gig Harbor - Mountain Aire in Poulsbo - Canton Crossing

MLS Real Estate Seatile - TheMLSonline.com
www.themlsenline.com/ ~

Official Site of TheMLSonline.com View All 41,000 WA Area Listings
Buy A Home - Events Calendar - Home Loan Process - Sell A Home

Seattle Real Estate - Seattle WA Homes For Sale | Zillow Organic Results
https://www.zillow.com/seattle-wa/ ~ Powered by Google's search algorithms,
Zillow has 597 homes for sale in Seattle WA. View listing photos, review sales histery, and use our these listings can earn 70-95% of the clicks

detailed real estate filters to find the perfect place. i
single family homes for sale in ... - Seattle WA Waterfront Homes ... - Short Sale made by searchers for this keyword.

Seattle, WA Real Estate & Homes for Sale | Redfin On average, across all queries, organic results
https://www.redfin.com/city/16163/WA/Seattle receive 54 :I‘CkS_Pe’ 100 searches, 20X more
Instantly search and view photos of all hemes for sale in Seattle, WA now. Seattle, WA real estate than what the paid, AdWords results get.
listings updated every 15 to 30 minutes

Seattle Cheap Homes - Seattle Homes with Peols - Seattle Recently Sold Homes

Seattle, WA Real Estate - Seattle Homes for Sale - realtor.com®
https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-search/Seattle_WA +

Search Seattle, WA real estate for sale. View property details of the 1115 homes for sale in Seattle at a
median listing price of 8669950

West Seattle Homes for Sale - Downtown Seattle - Seattle Land - Central Seattle

Every month, 200-500 people search Google for this combination of words (source). When they do, advertis-
ers like Redfin and QuadrantHomes are willing to spend $3-$7 for each potential click to rank in those top,
paid advertising results. The benefits of ranking in the top organic results, paying nothing, and earning, on
average, more traffic, is clear.

But, SEO is hard and it demands both technical and creative investments. In the next section, we’ll cover how
Google displays listings and how those different types of search results affect the practice of SEO in the real
estate world.

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION of
REALTORS®

REALTOR


https://moz.com/explorer/keyword/overview?locale=en-US&q=seattle%20homes%20for%20sale

